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FIRSTBYTE
Dean’s Message

Another year has ended and another class of IST graduates has left us 
to pursue the next four or so decades of their careers. As I sit and write 
this, I cannot help but wonder what they will experience in those de-
cades, as they move through their professional and personal lives. 

We are barely into the twenty-first century and already we can see that 
there are drivers for change that are millennial in nature. The age of oil 
will truly be behind us in another decade or so, and we will have fully en-
tered the new era—the age of information. Information and knowledge will 
drive economies, innovation, and change in ways and at scales that the 
new petroleum technologies did in the early 20th century. During their lives 
these new IST graduates will live through the peak in petroleum produc-
tion; they may already have. They will see new technologies for energy 
emerge, some disappear, and others survive. They will experience the 
extent to which global warming may change climates and induce extreme 
weather patterns. They will learn firsthand if there will be consequences to 
the loss in biodiversity and the extent to which it is reversible. These stu-
dents will watch as populations in the more developed nations remain level in numbers, but grow much older, even as 
populations in the less developed nations will grow by factors of two to three—bringing world populations to around 
10 billion by 2050. They will find out if epidemics will increase as predicted, or if there may even be pandemic. 

At the same time these graduates will see the Web grow far beyond what it is today and well beyond even that which 
we envision it to be tomorrow. It will become more than the global information grid (GIG); it will become a veritable 
global sensorium, a physical and human network of sensors and information systems for measuring and assessing the 
health and well-being of the planet and all the creatures that live upon it in real time. X-Informatics will become the new 
“central science” of the information age, just as chemistry was in the age of oil. X will come to represent almost any field 
or discipline of human endeavor and importance, from medicine and science to business and art. Change across all 
aspects of the lives of our new graduates will come faster and more frequently than ever before, and most especially in 
their professional lives.

With new technology for collaboration and a labor force made up largely of people from the Millennial Generation, in 
the next few decades, we will see the culture of work radically change. Outcomes will trump all else. Place of work and 
work schedule will become less structured and regularized as more and more people work and collaborate through the 
Web, from anywhere, at anytime, and with anyone. In their lives, they will finally and fully realize the futurists’ predic-
tions of the emergent mobile knowledge worker. 

With all this change will come great opportunities for the intrepid, the learned, and the innovative. These graduates will 
have the opportunity to affect change for the better and at levels previously unrealizable even only a generation or two 
earlier. If we have done our job well as educators today, then we will have provided our graduates with a solid founda-
tion upon which to build a life of learning, service, leadership, and reflection for tomorrow.

Hank Foley, Dean
College of Information Sciences and Technology
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About the Cover: Born as an educational start-up, the IST community has had an entrepreneurial 
streak since the college’s earliest days. That spirit is strong today among IST students and gradu-
ates as they work to turn bright ideas into reality. Pictured here (from left) are Paul Horn (IST ’04), 
who commuted to Denver during his college days to help clients of Horn Technologies; Daehee 
Park, (IST ’10), a force behind the new social media company Meezik; and Eric Kirse (IST ’08), 
Jordan Shelly (CSE ’08), and Matt Slocum (IST ’08), who are collaborating to launch Fuzr. (Cover 
photo by Paul Hazi.)           
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Dreams
May 17 was a day of pride, 
smiles, and tears as the 
Class of 2008 said farewell 
to IST and formally entered 
the “real world.”

Commencement speaker Bradley 
J. Mitchell, president of The Mitch-
ell Group, and Practice Leader, S4 
Consulting, urged the audience in 
University Park’s Eisenhower Audito-
rium to “hold on tight to your dreams 
and have the courage to live the life 
you have imagined.”  

“Know thyself and learn to lead,” he 
continued. “Express your gratitude 
often to those in your life who are 
helping you pursue your dreams.”

IST ’08 is the sixth full class to gradu-
ate from the college with bachelor of 
science degrees in information sci-
ences and technology. Two hundred 
twenty-nine received their B.S. at 
Penn State campuses statewide, 148 
at University Park. An additional 32 
graduates received their associate 
degrees.  

Leading the procession of degree 
candidates into Eisenhower Audito-
rium were student marshals Daniel 
Oechsner and Sooyeon Lee, accom-
panied by Prof. Gerry Santoro and 
Assistant Dean Stan Supon, their 
respective faculty marshals.

Prospects for this IST class appeared 
to be good as early figures from the 
college’s placement office indicated 
graduates were having a high level of 
success on the job market and in en-

tering graduate school. (See related 
story, page 15.)

Mitchell, founding president and CEO 
of ChainDrugStore.net and White 
House staff member to President 
George H. W. Bush, placed the focus 
of his address to the Class of ’08 on 
personal aspirations and dimensions 
of leadership. 

“Live your dreams,” the Penn State 
and Harvard alumnus said. “Not your 
parents’ dreams, not your teach-
ers’ dreams, and not your friends’ 
dreams. Your dreams and your pas-
sions.” 

“Dreams evolve and change over 
time,” Mitchell went on. “Don’t be 
fearful of uncertainty and ambiguity. 
They are part of the natural order of 
things. Lead with your heart and your 
head will follow….”

“Great leaders go beyond embracing 
a vision,” he said, “they enlist their 
people in a cause. They marry ambi-
tion and conviction in the passionate 
pursuit of a cause.

“Leaders are consistent and reli-
able—earning their followers’ trust. 
Great leaders listen and empathize.  
Leaders have unwavering integrity—
without it, nothing else matters.” 

Mitchell closed memorably by urging 
the IST graduates to “cheat, steal, 
and gamble.”

“Cheat on those that cause you to be 
less than you can be,” he declared, 
“steal the fleeting moments, and 
gamble on optimism.” 

IST commencement speaker Bradley 
Mitchell told graduating students to 
“live your dreams.” Photos by Mark 
Selders

Urged to Embrace Dreams
Class of 2008 Says Goodbye to IST, 

“Live your dreams,” 
the Penn State and 
Harvard alumnus 
said. “Not your 
parents’ dreams, 
not your teach-
ers’ dreams, and 
not your friends’ 
dreams. Your 
dreams and your 
passions.” 
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Dreams
IST graduate Angelica Smith, smiles with, from left her mother, Josephine Beck, her sister, Tashana Smith, and friend Ed Jurkofsky.

Realizing their achievement: New IST graduates take a first peek at their 
diplomas.

Just moments away from receiving their degrees, these Class of ’08 mem-
bers share a moment with one another. They are, from left, Jeff Vernon, 
Serena Mei, David Reber, Jennifer Reichle, Harry Robinson, and Rita Pang. 

Student marshal Sooyeon Lee helps lead the 
procession of fellow class members into Eisen-
hower Auditorium as the IST graduation ceremony 
begins. 
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Donor Bradley J. Mitchell, top, shares his thoughts.  Prerana Dalal 
(IST ‘08), middle, and Daniel Oechsner (IST ‘08), bottom, talk 
about scholarships’ personal impact. (Photos by Mark Selders.)

Achievement 
Celebrated, 
Giving Back
Honored

For many students, Penn State is a place 
where dreams come true.

And through his contributions to IST, Bradley J. Mitch-
ell is helping fulfill that hope for IST students. 

Mitchell, president of The Mitchell Group, State Col-
lege, and donor of the Robert B. Mitchell Trustee 
Scholarship, spoke at the college’s annual scholarship 
and awards banquet, held April 17 at the Nittany Lion 
Inn.

Drawing from the political spotlight on Pennsylvania 
during the presidential primary race, Mitchell spoke of 
the people who had inspired him to great things — his 
father and grandfather.

Mitchell’s grandfather was a coal miner from Coaldale, 
Pennsylvania, whose dream was to send his three 
sons to college. All three, including Mitchell’s father 
Robert, graduated from Penn State.

“One of my dreams was to establish a scholarship 
in my father’s memory at his beloved Penn State,” 
Mitchell said. “I thought that perhaps we could help 
others in a small way to pursue their dream of a col-
lege education and unlock a better life for themselves 
and their families.”

Mitchell followed his family’s tradition to Penn State 
in 1980 and, through the scholarship, hopes to pass 
along the same inspiration he received here. In addi-
tion to providing financial support to the college, he 
also serves on its advisory board.

“Penn State provided me with skills, experi-
ences and opportunities that have helped 
me pursue and realize many of my dreams,” 
Mitchell said. “I encourage all of you to hold 
on tight to your dreams and have the courage 
to live the life you imagined.”

More than 30 scholarships and fellowships were 
presented at the dinner, which also included remarks 
from student speakers Prerana Dalal and Daniel 
Oechsner, both members of the Class of 2008.

The Trustee Matching Scholarship Program is based 
on the belief that no academically qualified student 
should be excluded from obtaining a degree because 
of personal financial circumstances.  Penn State will 
match five percent of gifts or pledges made in support 
of this program. A minimum gift or pledge of $50,000 
is required to create a trustee scholarship.

For more information about creating or contributing to 
IST scholarships, please contact Simon Corby, direc-
tor of college advancement, at scorby@ist.psu.edu, or 
Maureen Kilian, associate director of college advance-
ment, at mkilian@ist.psu.edu.
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New members 
of IST’s  
College 
Advancement 
Team are 
helping to 
strengthen the 
relationship 
with the 
college’s alumni 
and friends.
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IST’s newly created College Ad-
vancement Team includes several 
new members who are helping to 
strengthen the relationship with 
its donors and alumni.

Becky Ferguson was appointed 
alumni relations specialist in July. 
Ferguson graduated from Penn 
State in May, and said her status 
as a new alumna will be benefi-
cial.

“I just finished four years at Penn 
State and I’m starting my first job, 
so I can really identify with our 
alumni and determine how the 
college can help them through 

the early stages of their careers,” she said. “I’m look-
ing forward to working with them.”

Ferguson’s duties include maintaining relationships 
with IST’s alumni society and encouraging other 
alumni to stay involved with the college. She was 
formerly the team’s external relations assistant, and 
graduated from Penn State in May with a B.S. in 
Nutritional Science. 

A State College native, she completed an undergrad-
uate internship with Penn State’s Women’s Leader-
ship Initiative, where she gained experience in event 
planning and other administrative areas that make 
her a valuable asset to IST. She started working part-
time in April and became a full-time employee after 
graduation.

Leading the new College Ad-
vancement Team is Simon 
G. Corby, who was hired 
in December. He oversaw 
the team’s restructuring and 
continues to move it forward 
to place more emphasis on 
stewardship and donor rela-
tions.

 “IST growth and develop-
ment over the past eight 
years has been impressive,” said Corby. “But now 
that we’ve got a solid foundation, it’s time to focus 
more on strengthening the relationships we have and 
branching out to build new partnerships with corpora-
tions and others who weren’t previously targeted.”

Formerly the associate development director for Penn 
State’s Division of Outreach and Continuing Educa-
tion, Corby succeeds Charles Craven who retired 
from Penn State last fall. In his new role for IST, Cor-
by will spearhead the college’s fund-raising initiatives 
and oversee relations with alumni and supporters. 

Before joining Penn State, Corby was associate 
director of college advancement at Juniata College 
from 2001 to 2004, helping to raise $795,000 in gifts 
and pledges. He has also worked for General Elec-
tric, and served in the Royal 
Air Force from 1987 to 1993.

One of the team’s focus 
areas is on building and 
maintaining relationships 
with corporations. Helping 
with that task is Maureen T. 
Kilian, who was named as-
sociate director of develop-
ment in February.

OFFICE OF COLLEGE ADVANCEMENT
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Kilian’s business background fits perfectly with this 
goal. An alumna of Penn State with a B.S. in Biology, 
she was senior director of new business development 
with AMR, an independent research and advisory firm. 
Prior to that role, she served as director of business 
consulting with Prescient Applied Intelligence in West 
Chester, Pennsylvania.

Her alumna status and passion for Penn State will also 
prove an asset as the team continues to build a rela-
tionship with the IST’s growing alumni base.

Based on her extensive business experience, Kilian 
believes the college’s mission of research and educa-
tion is integral to our future. 

“The work we’re doing is crucial to moving the global 
economy forward,” Kilian said, “The people we are 
graduating will be the cornerstone of that.” 
Kilian said she has seen a disconnect in the alignment 
of business and technology. 

“What we’re doing here is critical to educating gradu-
ates to bridge that,” she commented. “The perspective 
of this college is important to business." 

Another focus area is donor 
stewardship, which is the pro-
cess of making sure that major 
gifts are used for their intended 
purposes. Elizabeth “Betsy” 
Beck, assistant director of stew-
ardship, is charged with making 
sure that happens.

Although it sounds easy 
enough, Beck said there are a 
lot of things to keep in mind – 
including the donor’s intent and 

University guidelines. Stewardship also involves thank-
ing donors and acknowledging receipt of gifts. 

“My job is to implement stewardship strategies with 
development, finance, staff and donors,” she said.  I 
lead the creation of endowment and annually funded 
guidelines and budgets.” 

“IST has always respected and engaged their donors 
and their support has clearly made us the college that 
we are today,” she continued. “The continued suc-
cess of IST will require more focus on this crucial area 
as both our donor base and alumni base continue to 
grow.”

The creation of the new position within IST is in line 
with a University-wide initiative to increase steward-
ship. The Penn State Stewardship Program seeks to 
build lifelong relationships with donors and to instill in 
them the trust that their gifts are an investment in the 
continuing success of Penn State.

Beck holds a bachelor’s degree in industrial psychol-
ogy from Penn State and has more than 20 years of 
human resources and management experience. Most 
recently, she was operations manager for Manpower, 
Inc., a job placement firm. In that role, she oversaw 
eight regional offices throughout central Pennsylvania.

Another key member of the 
Advancement team is 
Shannon Keller, who was 
recently promoted to devel-
opment assistant.  This was 
a natural fit for this veteran 
IST employee.  She is often 
referred to as the institu-
tional memory as she is the 
most tenured in the office. 

Keller earned an associ-
ate’s degree from the South 
Hill School of Business and Technology in State Col-
lege, and joined Penn State in 1997.  She worked for 
six years in the College of Engineering before joining 
IST in January 2004.  

In her role as development assistant Keller is respon-
sible for researching new prospects, as well as main-
taining contact with existing donors.  

Coordinating the interaction of prospects with faculty, 
staff, and the development officers is a challenging 
yet rewarding task. But Keller is up to the challenge 
because her years of experience on the team have al-
lowed her to learn every aspect of development in IST.  

 “I’m excited to take what I already know and use it in 
a new way,” she said. “I’m ready to hit the ground run-
ning in my new role.”

Beck and Keller were recently honored at the college’s 
annual faculty/staff awards ceremony, receiving the 
Customer Service Award for their service during the 
team’s transition over the past year.

Office of College Advancement    alumni@ist.psu.edu    phone: 814-863-7548 
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SOCIETY NEWS
IST ALUMNI

The College of Information Sciences and Tech-
nology (IST) has seen many changes since our 
Alumni Society was founded in April of 2004. The 
IST Building was completed. Dean Foley joined 
the college, and Security and Risk Analysis was 
added as a major. Our Alumni Society has also 
come a long way in 4 years. Five committees with 
unique objectives have been created. Relation-
ships among students, faculty and staff have been 
formed. An alumni scholarship has been founded.  
The ground work is in place for us to take our 
Alumni Society to the next level.  

I have many goals for our Society as I take over 
as President. These include: building awareness 
of our existence, establishing a base at satel-
lite campuses, growing our alumni scholarship, 
implementing a new innovative alumni website, 
strategic development, expanding corporate 
sponsorship, and of course increasing our mem-
bership. We are entering a strategic planning 
phase in order to keep the society moving forward 
to meet these goals while remaining true to our 
original principles:  to stimulate the interest of 
IST graduates and act as a resource to the Col-
lege and its students. Of course, these goals will 
only be achievable with the help and talent of the 
IST Alumni Society Board, Committee Chairs and 
from the support of the College.  

As I correspond with other alumni society presi-
dents throughout the University, I realize that one 
of our greatest strengths is our young alumni 
base. As recent alumni, we use our energy and 
passion, ability to network, and real world experi-
ence in our everyday lives as we grow, mature, 
and become successful in an ever changing infor-
mation technology field.

I look forward to meeting new alumni and working 
with all of you.

Peter J. Lechner
IST Alumni President (’03)
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New Committee Members
Our new members will be the driving 
force as our society continues to grow.  
Please welcome our new president-
elect and committee chairs.

President Elect: Prerana Dalal (IST 
’08), Deloitte, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
(pmd5000@psu.edu).

Alumni Committee Chair: Brian 
Freas (IST ’04), Lockheed Martin, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania  
(brianfreas@psualum.com).

Current Students Committee Chair: 
Carlton Jacobson (IST ’06), Deloitte, 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania (clj157@
psualum.com).

Strategic Committee Chair (formerly 
Secretary): David Horne (IST ’08), 
Computer Sciences Corp., Washing-
ton, D.C. (djh312@psu.edu)

 

Recent Alumni  
Involvement 
Phone-A-Thon
Mike Bruchart did a terrific job as he 
led the prospective student committee 
in connecting with high school stu-
dents. Questions were answered and 
concerns were addressed.  

Ice Skating Networking Event
The Alumni Society sponsored a net-
working event with the Schreyer Hon-
ors Society on February 17. Dozens of 	
students participated in this event.

IST Kickball Game
The Alumni Society sponsored one of 
the largest alumni-student events in 
the history of IST with the student-run 
Future Forum Committee. More than 
45 students came out to play kickball 
and other sporting events on April 17. 
The excitement took place under the 
lights at the State College High School 
football field.  

Mentor Breakfast
Alumni gathered for a breakfast 
and had the opportunity to meet the 
students they mentor. The mentor 
program has been very well received 
by alumni mentors and students alike.  

Future Forum Ice Cream Social 
Our Alumni Ice Cream Social is always 
a favorite! The latest one took place 
on Friday, April 18.

Spring Board Meeting
Participation was great at this year’s 
spring board meeting.  It took place 
on April 18. A more informal approach 
was taken to this year’s meeting as we 
begin our strategic planning phase.  It 
was held as a roundtable discussion.  
Issues, concerns, and next steps were 
discussed. Steve Pipino concluded 
a successful term as president and 
Peter Lechner took over. Steve now 
becomes past president. He was 
recognized for his dedication as presi-
dent. Lechner won the “President’s” 
award for his excellence in leadership 
for the second year in a row.  

Future Alumni Events 
Fall Tailgate
Saturday, September 27 (Penn State 
vs. Illinois). Come join us for one of 
the best tailgates in Happy Valley!

Fall Board Meeting
Get an update on our Alumni Society 
and share your own ideas.  We are 
targeting Sunday, September 28. 

If you would like to get involved and 
share advice and your experiences 
please contact Peter Lechner or Carl-
ton Jacobson.  

IST Alumni Society  
Committee Contact  
Information

President: Peter Lechner (IST ’03), 
Computer Aid, Inc. (CAI), Allentown, 
PA (PeterJLechner@psualum.com)

Treasurer: Gary Ramsey (IST ’03), 
Fannie Mae, Washington, D.C. 
(gwr116@psualum.com)

Marketing & Communications Com-
mittee Chair: James Andrukaitis (IST 
’04), Booz Allen Hamilton, McLean, VA 
(jma248@psualum.com)

Prospective Students Committee 
Chair: Mike Bruckart (IST ’03), Delo-
itte, Harrisburg, PA (mikebruckart@
psualum.com)

Past President: Stephen Pipino (IST 
’03), Booz Allen Hamilton, McLean, VA
(stephen.pipino@psualum.com)  

Committee Co-Advisor: Luis Valbue-
na (IST ’03), Xerox Corp., New York, 
N.Y. (luisvalbuena@psualum.com)

Committee Co-Advisor: Paul Horn 
(IST ’04), Sun Microsystems, State 
College, PA (phorn@psualum.com)
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Get to Know
Peter Lechner
 IST Alumni Society President

Career: I was the first IST alum hired at CAI and have since further developed the relationship between the two. CAI now has now 
hired a total of 20 IST students. I help manage CAI’s Manila Solution Center (MSC) located in Manila, Philippines, where I am on site 
two to three times per year. My responsibilities are wide-ranging and include asset and utilization management of 160 people who serve 
Fortune 100 customers. I credit my IST background for giving me the foundation to understand the way that other cultures work in IT.  

I am active in CAI’s volunteer education program, teaching a wireless technologies class for Scared Heart School and being e-mail 
buddy to students there.  

How Long Have You Been Involved with the Alumni Society? I was a founding member of the society in April 2004 and the first 
chair of the Current Students Committee. In this role, I led alumni support for numerous events, such as Future Forum; provided advice 
to the IST Student Government; and have made connections between students and companies for internships/jobs.  

What goals would you like to achieve as president of the alumni society?
My goal is to leverage my experiences and strong relationships with the college to help take the IST Alumni Society to the next level. I 
plan to help drive participation, build membership, and work closely with the college to form scholarships and donation programs that 
enable alumni to have the satisfaction of giving back financially as well as by volunteering.  

I promise to maintain the mission that “The IST Alumni Society was established by the College of Information Sciences & Technology 
to maintain a professional network that can be leveraged by the college and alumni alike. As a society created by alumni for alumni, the 
goal is to provide assistance to the school and to each other via programs of mutual benefit.”  I believe that this will be done by bringing 
together the IST community from campuses across Penn State.    

What was your favorite IST course and how has it applied to your career?
Dr. Brian Cameron’s course in project management and IT consulting.  I learned how to work on a team as we solved problems and 
delivered solutions to real customers. The skills from these classes enable me to work through my challenges today.   

What do you miss most about Penn State?
I miss the whole atmosphere: Sitting outside at the Café, lunch at Waring Commons, working at the Tavern, College Pizza at 3:00 a.m., 
intramural basketball, IST classes in Boucke, the Waffle Shop, Carlton Apartments, walking the best campus in the Big Ten, wings at 
Champs, and, of course, Saturdays at Beaver Stadium!

Recommended Reading? 
Good to Great by Jim Collins. This is a good read focusing on what it means to be a leader in today’s business world.

Graduation Date/Campus: Spring 2003, University Park Campus 
Position: Operations Management Team, Manila Solution Center 
Employer: Computer Aid, Inc (CAI).
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Make A Connection with IST’s Alumni Society

Being part of Penn State’s Alumni Association is a great 
way to stay connected to the University. When you join the 
IST Alumni Society, there are now more opportunities for 
you to sharpen your professional skills and network with 
IST alumni. Make sure to visit the IST Alumni Society Web 
site for continuous updates and detailed information at 
ist.psu.edu/alumni.

If you have any ideas or information you’d like to share, 
please contact James Andrukaitis, the society’s marketing 
and communications chair, at jma248@psualum.com.

The newest way to stay connected is through our dedicat-
ed and growing group on Facebook! Just search for “Penn 
State IST Alumni Society” on facebook.com. Students, 
faculty, and staff are always welcome to join! Here, you 
can read our message board and receive messages about 
upcoming events and conference calls!

Other ways to stay connected are through i-Connect, the 
magazine of the College of Information Sciences and 
Technology, available online at ist.psu.edu/newsevents/ 
i-connect and through the IST Alumni Web site at  
ist.psu.edu/alumni.

Where Are They Now?

2003
Michael Bruckert works as a consultant for Deloitte Con-
sulting. 

Peter Lechner works for Computer Aid, Inc.’s  Manila Solu-
tion Operations Management. 

Steve Pipino is a senior consultant for Booz Allen Hamilton.  
He recently enrolled in the master’s degree program in Com-
puter Science at George Washington University and expects 
to earn his degree in 2011. Contact info: Stephen.pipino@
psualum.com.

Luis Valbuena is a services and solutions executive at 
Xerox Corporation. He previously worked at IBM from 2003 
to 2007 and received the Alumni Contribution Award in April 
2008.

Graduate from IST in 2003? Check out 
ist.psu.edu/alumni for details on the upcoming 
five-year reunion in September! That and other 
alumni events are planned for September 26-28, 
the weekend of the Penn State-Illinois football 
game. Watch the Web site in the coming weeks 
and months for more information.

2004
James Andrukaitis is a senior consultant at Booz Allen 
Hamilton and lives in Fairfax, Virginia. He plans to enroll in 
the master’s degree program in Information and Telecommu-
nications Systems for Business at Johns Hopkins University 
in the fall. 

Brian Freas works as a network security data communica-
tions analyst for Lockheed Martin. He plans to enroll in the 
master’s degree program in Information and Telecommuni-
cations Systems for Business at Johns Hopkins University 
this fall. 

Paul Horn has been working as an SAP Alliance sales man-
ager for Sun Microsystems since October 2006. He worked 
previously at IBM from June 2004 to October 2006. Paul 
married Gina Pelizzari on May 10, 2008 and they reside in 
State College, Pennsylvania.  

Adam Wiercioch will compete on the Polish fencing team 
in 2008 Summer Olympics in Beijing. Wiercioch was on 
the Nittany Lion fencing team during his four years at Penn 
State. While training for the Olympics, he worked as an IT 
projects expert at Veolia Energy in Warsaw, Poland.

2005
Scott Danouski is a consultant for IBM. 

2007
Byron Parry is in the leadership development program at 
Citi. 

2008
David Horne works as a consultant at CSC.   
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For the record

Future Forum a Success

The 2008 Future Forum brought 
more than 250 students to the 
IST Building to network with 
companies including IBM, Lock-
heed Martin, and Johnson & 
Johnson. This year’s event had 
a record-breaking 34 corporate 
sponsors, according to Julie 
Coughlin, IST’s special events 
manager.

Larry Kittelberger, Honeywell’s senior vice president 
of Technology and Operations gave the event’s keynote 
address and has played an integral role in the college’s 
founding.

In an interview after the presentation, Kittelberger said 
the college has done an outstanding job of preparing 
students for the real world. 

“From talking to the students, I can tell that they’re 
really up on the technology and they understand it,” 
Kittelberger said. “That, combined with the business 
experience they get makes for a well-rounded person 
who can easily adjust to industry.”

Ocker Named 2007-08 McMurtry Award 
Winner

IST Instructor Rosalie Ocker was announced the win-
ner of the 2007-2008 George McMurtry Excellence in 
Teaching and Learning Award at the college’s Scholar-
ship and Awards Banquet held in the spring.

In the award citation, Ocker was praised for her ap-
proach to group work among her students. This philos-
ophy assures that those in her classes learn coopera-
tively and are actively engaged in experiences that truly 
prepare them for their professional lives.

Students who nominated Ocker for the award spoke 
highly of the passion she brings to her classes and of 
the superior learning environment she creates where 
there is a free and open exchange of ideas.  

The McMurtry award honors the many contributions 
of Dr. George McMurtry, former associate dean of 
engineering at Penn State, who helped spearhead the 
founding of IST in the late 1990s. Ocker’s name is now 
inscribed with earlier award winners on a plaque that 
permanently hangs in the Dean’s Suite of the IST Build-
ing.

CreateIT Lab Off and Running

IST’s new CreateIT lab allows students to fuse cutting-
edge technology with art and music to create a truly 
unique learning environment. Here’s what Brian Smith, 
IST associate professor and the lab’s director, had to 
say about it:

Rosalie Ocker received the 2007-2008 George McMurtry Excel-
lence in Teaching and Learning Award. She is seen here with 
George and Margaret McMurtry
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How did the project get started?

It started when dean Foley went 
on a trip to National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children, 
and got to see a force-sensitive 
drawing pen for the first time. 
He came back telling me about 
it, and we ended up thinking 
it’d be cool to take 3-D models 
produced with it, print them into 
physical forms. That’s where the 
idea for the 3-D printer came 

from. I then suggested that it wasn’t good enough to 
make computer images into physical models, you had 
to be able to go the other way; hence the 3-D scanner 
to make physical things into 3-D models.

How has it evolved since then?

It’s slowly evolving at this point. The printer and scan-
ner were incentives to pursue a program around aes-
thetics and interaction. The first arts equipment came 
in the form of a music synthesizer and software for per-
formance and composition. A digital tablet for sketching 
2-D artwork accompanies the haptic pen. We’re slowly 
introducing robotics into the space for students to de-
velop programs and think about issues in human-robot 
interaction (no, I’m not making that up).

What are your goals for the space?

I’m hoping the space can become a recruiting magnet 
for IST, similar to the trading room in Smeal. We’ve 
got to fill it with technologies that young people can 
see and work with during their undergraduate careers. 
We’re really trying to show students that computing/
information technologies have a fun side, and using the 
space to help them master skills that can be applied to 
arts, business, education, military and other fields.

A second, related goal is to use the space for teaching. 
Freshman seminars and emerging technologies will be 
created and taught in the space, allowing students to 
express their creativity through information technology. 
Collaborations with other academic units are also in 
progress. Archaeology is one of the first, working with 
us to scan and print mammal skulls for teaching and 
research purposes

IST Welcomes Two New Faculty Members 

A former State Department official most recently sta-
tioned in Germany and a former intelligence officer with 
the Defense Intelligence Agency will soon add their 
expertise to IST’s faculty. 

Donald R. Shemanski, who 
served as Counselor for Global 
Affairs at the U.S. Embassy in 
Berlin, has been appointed an 
IST professor of practice, and 
William L. McGill, who devel-
oped training for the intelligence 
and homeland security communi-
ty, has been named an assistant 
professor of information sciences 
and technology. A 1978 Penn 
State alumnus with a bachelor’s 
degree in German, Shemanski 
went on to earn a J.D. degree from Georgetown Univer-
sity in 1981. Immediately before joining Penn State, 
Shemanski directed the office at the U.S. Embassy in 
Berlin responsible for high-priority policy issues such 
as counter-terrorism, nuclear nonproliferation, climate 
change and international judicial 
assistance. 

McGill is currently finishing a 
doctoral degree in reliability 
engineering at the University 
of Maryland. His dissertation is 
titled: Critical Asset and Portfo-
lio Risk Analysis for Homeland 
Security. In his most recent role 
with the Defense Intelligence 
Agency, McGill’s efforts focused 
on developing advanced analytic 
training and tradecraft in the ar-
eas of risk analysis, uncertainty 
modeling and logical reasoning. 

Join the Alumni Society Facebook Group

The IST Alumni Society has formed a Facebook, and 
welcomes all current and future society members to 
join. By joining the group, you can network with more 
than 100 former classmates, keep up to date on the 
latest events happening in and around IST and find out 
how you can give back to the college. You must have a 
Facebook account in order to join the group. (See page 
23.)

William McGill

Donald Shemanski

Brian Smith
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